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All Day Ride-outs 

Algonquin 
344 km, 75% road, 25% gravel 

This all day ride will take you from Camp Tamarack for a northern ride through 
the first and largest Provincial Park in Ontario: Algonquin Provincial Park (http://
www.algonquinpark.on.ca/visit/services/advertisers-map-and-database.php) 

Head north on Hwy 11 to Huntsville where you turn east on Hwy 60. Huntsville 
is a nice town along a quiet river with lots of shopping downtown and good coffee 
shops. 
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Along Hwy 60, you will pass signs for Algonquin Outfitters before coming to 
the Park itself. It is an old time outfitters shop where you can get all kinds of quality 
camping gear, canoes etc--worth a peak. 

At the western entrance to the park, you will need to pay a nominal $17 Cdn. 
day pass fee per bike (not per person). Take a photo in front of the famous birch 
bark map, get some $0.48 trail guides and take the time to go for a scenic trail hike, 
they are all great. One of my favorite is Whiskey Rapids trail, an easy 2.1 km walk 
about 7.2 east of the entrance gate (http://store.algonquinpark.on.ca/cgi/
algonquinpark/00017.html). As you ride east you will pass Canoe Lake where you 
can rent a canoe from the outfitter and paddle to the cairn marking the site of Tom 
Thompson drowning. The famous Group of Seven artist who memorialized the 
Muskoka area in oils. Be bear and moose aware! The park is teeming with wildlife, 
be alert to cars parked along the roadside...chances are they have spotted some! 

A scrumptious and scenic lunch stop is at the Killarney Lodge situated on a 
spit of land jutting into the Lake of Two Rivers. A classic old growth timber lodge 
over 100 years old. 

The Algonquin Museum on the south side of the highway is very worthwhile 
to take the time to view with its animal dioramas, and interpretive displays. There is 
a nice coffee shop there with a large deck overlooking the marshes. 

A few miles further east you will come to the Logging Museum which is also 
worth a stop to get a real feel of the hardship the early pioneers faced in opening 
up the frontier. 

Make your way back to camp through scenic and remote backroads, a mix of 
gravel/asphalt, turn south onto Paradise Rd in Whitney (where you should gas up as 
it will be over 100 km before the next fuel stop) to the Algonquin Park boundary 
where the road turns into Hay Creek Rd which eventually turns into Kingscote Lake 
Rd, eventually turning right onto County Rd 10, Peterson Rd, to Sumcot Rd right, on 
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to Burleigh Rd and turn right, follow for several km to Kennaway Rd and turn right, 
until you reach pavement again at Hwy 118 to take you back to camp. 

Take your time, and make your way back for supper at 5 pm. 
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All Day Ride-outs 

Seguin Trail 
200 km, 70 km gravel double track 

 

This year we highlight the infamous Sequin Recreation Trail, an old 
colonization road originally connecting Algonquin Park to Parry Sound in order to 
haul old growth lumber out and open the frontier to pioneers hundreds of years 
ago. The rails are long gone, but many of the trestles still remain, though you will 
more than likely need to cross many streams and stretches of water due to beaver 
activity. This is one of the most scenic trails in Ontario and not for the inexperienced 
off-road rider. Bring your Gore-tex boots, leave your panniers at camp and get 
ready for a fun filled day of gnarly deep forest riding. We have included a couple of 
video links of Seguin rides we have done in past years on the event page, or you 
can search You Tube under Seguin Trail to see all the fun you can have! 
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Since sections of this route does not follow roads proper, the route is 
comprised of three pieces, two GPS routes (Horseshoe Trailhead, 75 km and the 
Kearney Terminus, 62 km) and one GPS track (Seguin Trail, 69 km). You will need to 
combine all three to complete the ride.  

The Trailhead route will take you out to Hwy 400 near Honey Harbour, where 
there is a Tim Hortons, and a fuel stop to get ready for the day. Be sure you fuel up! 
This is also where you can buy your day pass at the Travel Ontario booth to use this 
MNR multi-use trail. It is recommended you get one as the trail is patrolled by the 
OPP on weekends, and you may get fined without proof of purchase. 

Head out in a northeast direction along the trail. It is double track but you will 
encounter stretches of water, often times to mid calf, so if not sure of the depth 
always confirm with a stick or walk it beforehand. Once you enter the water, keep a 
steady pace to keep your engine within the wave of water you will be pushing 
ahead of you. The last thing you want to do is hydro-lock your bike! You will get wet 
as in the spring there will be lots of beaver activity  which will may blocked up many 
of the culverts. Be aware of deeper ATV tracks in the water so judge your entry 
accordingly, usually beat to stay outside or between these tracks as bikes can 
always find the higher ground and avoid the holes. 

About 3/4 of the way don the trail you will come to the small town of 
Sprucedale where you can fuel up and also stop at the hotel for a beverage and 
burgers, nothing fancy, but a real redneck place in the boonies! Its the only break 
stop you will find along the trail. 

Continue east, encountering stretches of fairly deep sand. Just before you 
reach the Hwy 11 underpass north of Huntsville you will likely encounter a very long 
stretch of water perhaps 3/4 km in length. It is on a gravel bed and should not 
present a problem if you keep a steady speed and stay within the edges of the trail 
which will be clearly visible. 
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The trail section ends around Kearny where you will switch to the Kearney 
Terminus GPS route to find you way back to camp. The trail does continue on east 
to Algonquin Lark but get quite rough and also requires a doubling back to 
Kearney to come out again. 
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All Day Ride-outs 

Historic Trent-Severn 
Canal 
357 km road 

 Kirkfield Lock:  This is one of only two lift locks in North America, one of five 
in the world.  A very unique system. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Kirkfield_Lift_Lock) 

Peterborough Lift Lock:  This is the best example of one of only two lift locks 
in North America/one of five in the world.  There is a visitor centre with detailed 
historical data & photographs of construction & a gift shop at this location. (https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peterborough_Lift_Lock) 
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Buckhorn Lock #31:an example of the usual sort of lock found on the Trent-
Severn Waterway.  With doors on each end which open & shut to let the water level 
rise & lower - the water moves with gravity not with pumps. (https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=HeHgZaVTiqQ0) 
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Half Day Ride-outs 

Big Chute 
196 km road 

A very scenic ride experiencing unique sights along the Western end of the 
Trent-Severn Canal System and through the cottage areas of the rich and famous. 

From camp you head south along Hwy 11 to Severn Bridge where you will 
cross Couchiching Lock 42 on a one lane bridge, stop here to walk around the lock 
and say hello to the many boaters passing below your feet. It is another example of 
the usual lock found on the TSW.  It is good to see one of these to compare them to 
the more unique ones. (http://www.cruising.ca/trent/docs/L-42a.html) 

Continuing southwest, you will eventually reach the Big Chute location of the 
only marine railway in North America  at Lock 44, where you will see large yachts 
lifted out of the Gloucester Pool on a railcar on tracks a hundred feet to Six Mile 
Lake...an amazing feat of engineering. While there be sure to grab an ice cream 
cone or hot fries at the marina as you watch the many boats queue up for their own 
passage. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Big_Chute_Marine_Railway) 
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The head out to Hwy 400 for a fast traverse up to Hwy 69 which will meander 
through small towns to Port Carling where there are interesting shops and a nice 
lunch stop at Turtle Jacks where they have a terrace on the water edge where you 
may see a classic wooden boat pull up in front of your table. 

Then head back to camp for your next adventure. 
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Half Day Ride-outs 

Swift Rapids 
217 km, 40 km gravel 

This ride will add some gravel and exposed granite surfaces to spice up your 
experience. 

From camp you head south along Hwy 11 to Severn Bridge where you will 
cross Couchiching Lock 42 on a one lane bridge, stop here to walk around the lock 
and say hello to the many boaters passing below your feet. It is another example of 
the usual lock found on the TSW.  It is good to see one of these to compare them to 
the more unique ones. (http://www.cruising.ca/trent/docs/L-42a.html) 

You will follow asphalt backroads to the Swift Rapids Hydro corridor road, a 
scenic public road that is very remote through varied landscape of hard rock 
outcroppings, beaver ponds, marshes, tall pines and low bridges. Not only is the 
road a fun ride for all types of bikes, but at the end is a gate where you will need to 
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park your bike and walk the final 1/2 km to a large hydro-electric dam and Swift 
Rapids lock 43 which is worth a visit. You’ll find well-maintained grounds with 
washrooms at the top of the lock; and picnic tables with room at both the top and 
bottom of the lock. There are no services here, so be sure to be prepared before 
you get to this point.  

For those on dual sport bikes who want an added gnarly experience, there is 
a side double track trail to some hunt camps on Long Lake (formerly Matchedash 
Lake). Your will ride up over much exposed granite and through many water 
crossings, so be prepared, this is not for the inexperienced or faint of heart! It will 
be on the east side of the road about 3/5 of the way in, keep an eye out for the 
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small sign. Here is a link to a YouTube Hummer video showing some of the area if 
you go a bit off the gravel roadway: http://youtu.be/-1sxq0ybXpo 

You will retrace your route down the Swift Rapids Road until you cross the 
Severn River on a one lane bridge near Port Stanton, where you can grab a snack 
and fuel before coming to Southwood Road, a mini Ontario version of the Tail of 
the Dragon. Be very mindful of sand in the corners as many bikes slide out on this 
road in the spring as they hit the many sweepers hard. 

Part way up,the road you will come to the Torrence Barrens, a UNESCO World 
Biosphere Reserve. This is one of the darkest places to view the skies at night. 
During the day there are great opportunities to photograph your bike with the 
lakes as a backdrop. You can go for a hike here, but be mindful of the rattle snakes 
which like to bask in the sun? They are rare, endangered and protected, so you 
have been warned. However, the chances of actually seeing one of these shy 
reptiles is very small. 

Follow the route up to the small town of Bala where you can get a wonderful 
ice cream cone and sit on the patio or stroll over to the waterfall down the street. 
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Head south on Hwy 169 to Gravenhurst where you can stop at the town dock, 
watch the historic Seguin Steam ship arrive in the harbour while having a beverage 
and lunch at Boston Pizza on their outdoor patio over the water. While there, take 
the time to visit the Wooden Boat Museum, with one of the world's largest 
collections of classic wooden boats...truly mahogany works of art. 

If you have a few hours, you are well advised to get a ticket for the 100+ year 
old steam ships Seguin and Wenoah as they take you through Lake Muskoka 
seeing the many boat houses and millionaires' summer homes n complete silence 
as you slice through the water under steam power. Best to book your tickets well in 
advance as the ships book up week in advance. 

Make your way back to camp. 
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Half Day Ride-outs 

Queen Elizabeth II 
Wildlands 

232 km, 45 km gravel 

From Camp head south on Hwy 11 to Hwy 118 east, then right onto Germania 
Road. Follow a mix of gravel and asphalt roads to the Black River, which you will 
hug on the Houseys Rapids Road then north on the Black River Road which will be 
remote, mostly gravel, with a few short sandy stretches, so be alert for this soft stuff! 
At the end of the road you will come to Victoria Bridge, an old iron Bailey bridge 
over Victoria Falls. Cross the bridge and stay to the right for a few hundred feet, 
park your bike n the granite, take in the rushing water, and perhaps take a dip in 
the sheltered swimming hole at the bottom of the waterfalls. This is the entrance to 
the Queen Elizabeth Wildlands Provincial Park,  a remote and pristine primordial 
area teeming with wildlife, chances are good you will encounter moose or even a 
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bear if you take so e,of the many hiking trails leading from here. Good idea to take 
along a Bear Banger incase you come across a bear, puma or wolf pack. I have 
never had any problems with them here, but better to be safe than sorry! 

Retrace you ride in and make your way back to camp through Minden where 
you can fuel up and grab a snack. Continue your ride north to Dorset where you 
can visit the Dorset Fire Tower, an old MNR tower that is now open to the public. 
Climb the hundreds of steps for a magnificent view of the boreal forests as far as 
they eye can see. This is worth a visit for a nominal entry charge. Bring your camera! 
Finish your ride along Hwy 117 west back to the camp. 
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Training 

Horseshoe BMW 
School 
178 km road 

This route is a direct route to and from Clinton Smouts' BMW Training facility 
in Horseshoe Valley. Once you register your receipt will entitle you to a 25% 
discount on off-road training. 

A worthwhile stop down or back will be at the famous Webers BBQ along 
Hwy 11. You will notice it beside their privately owned-pedestrian overpass across 
the highway, the only private highway overpass in Ontario. The line ups are long 
and the BBQ is great, this is a traditional  cottage stop for vacationers heading out.
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