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Nate Kern Clinches 
Thunderbike Crown
By Stephen Anderson #39428

	 On Sunday, September 7, the world of 
motorcycle racing crowned a new cham-
pion. Nate Kern, riding his BMW R1200S, 
captured the ASRA National Pro Thun-
derbike Championship at Summit Point 
(West Virginia) Motorsports Park, wrest-
ing the title away from Dave Estok and the 
factory Buell effort.
	 Kern, immensely popular with BMW 
riders, had so dominated the 2008 Thun-
derbike season that he had only to start the 
race to win the #1 plate. Competitor that 
he is, he nonetheless rode aggressively, 
leading the first several laps before settling 
into a comfortable and safe pace. He fin-
ished the race in third place, behind a pair 
of Buells, content in his championship.
	 By the time you read this, the final race 
of the Thunderbike season, at Daytona in 
October, will be in the history books. Nate 
Kern credits his fellow BMW riders with 
much of his success. “This #1 plate belongs 
to the BMW rider community,” Kern said. 
“I had the easy job, just cruising around 
and getting up front.”
	 His modesty notwithstanding, Kern’s 
championship represents the first non-
Buell ever to hold the Thunderbike crown. 
His mostly stock R1200S was sponsored 
by BMW XPLOR, BMW Motorcycles of 
Atlanta, Morton’s BMW Motorcycles, and 
Engle Motors. At the tracks, he was also 
supported by fellow BMW riders who 
came out in droves to cheer him on and 
work in his pit. Few other racers have that 
kind of support from fans, a testament to 
Nate’s skill, drive, and openness with his 
fan base.
	 So, the next time somebody tells you 
BMWs aren’t competitive, despite their 
many years of racing success in the past, 
point to Nate Kern and his #1 plate and 
try not to laugh.

The BMW MOA Foundation is dedicated to improving motorcycle riders safety, support for 
motorcycling, and increasing awareness and participation in the moto-lifestyle and its many 

enjoyable bene�ts. The BMW MOA Foundation is a non-pro�t Public Educational Foundation that 
meets IRS 501(c)(3) requirements.

The Holidays
are coming!
It is time to get ready!It is time to get ready!

The BMW MOA Foundation wants to help you with your holiday card 
shopping while supporting a great cause. This year the Foundation will be 
o�ering Holiday Cards through the BMW MOA Country Store. These cards 
feature the artwork of MOA Members. In addition these cards will help raise 
funds for the Foundation.
These funds help support the Foundation Projects such as the MotoSafe 
Articles, classes at the International Rallies including Camp GEARS, Accident 
Scene Management,  Experienced Rider Training and Seasoned Rider Training.

www.bmwmoafoundation.org

www.RickMayerCycle.com

Are you ready for the most comfortable motorcycle saddle?
A saddle that fits properly eliminates pressure points that reduce blood flow. 
It takes a solid understanding of human anatomy and extensive motorcycle 
experience to make a truly fine motorcycle saddle. Let Rick’s medical ex-
pertise as a critical care nurse and extensive riding experience combine 
to create a truly great saddle hand-made just for you. Prices start at $269.  

Need Help on the Road? Use Your 2008 Anonymous Book to Find

Rick Mayer Cycle on Page 199!


